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Pp. 283, (3, list of subscribers); 250+ color photos, 8 full page color distribution maps. Publisher's

original green cloth, lettered in gilt on the spine, color pictorial dust jacket, 4to. Conophytum is a

genus of South African and Namibian succulent plants that belong to the Aizoaceae family. The

name is derived from the Latin "conus" (cone) and Greek "phytum" (plant). The plants are also

known as knopies (buttons), waterblasies (water blisters), sphaeroids, conos, cone plants,

dumplings, or button plants (from Wiki). This is the standard edition limited to 3000 numbered

copies - this is no. 1757. In addition, this copy is inscribed by the author to "Chuck and Terry",

13-11-1993. The original color prospectus for volume is laid in at front.
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Seems like a good book but at the price of about USD 9,900 to USD 17,000 it is a little out of my

price range. For that price I may rather want to buy a Harley Davidson motorcycle or maybe a nice

fishing boat?

This botanical work is, quite simply, a classic. The author is the world's authority on his subject,

genus Conophytum. Steve Hammer is a natural-born writer and his prose is clear and concise, while

also being delightfully witty and informal. For me the most attractive aspect of the book isthe many,

many color photographs by John Trager. They make anyone want to grow conophytums! Some

plants are photographed to show their rainbow of colors; they are delicious looking.Yet beyond the

wit and color, this is a botanical monograph and will be for many years to come the standard

reference on the genus. The book is laid out logically, with chapters devoted to each series within

the two sections/subgenera. The early chapters talk about the group's taxonomic history, its

cultivation and so forth.All in all, I not only recommend this book; I urge you to peruse it!

For those interested in the genus Conophytum this book has to be an absolute must. Although the

book is a full blown reference book Hammer's writing style is easy and there is no reason why

anyone interested could not read it from cover to cover, rather than just use it a reference tool.The

photographs are superb and the plants almost leap off the page at you. The book is well produced

and print and paper quality are excellent. Essential for a book that will be used on a regular basis.It

cannot be faulted and should be in the library of every enthusiast of these beautiful plants.
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